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VE-Day Dance 
 
We'll be dancing like it's 1945 on May Day. Tickets are 
now on sale in the Visitor Information Centre for the VE-
Day Dance and presentation of memories to 
commemorate the 70th anniversary of the end of WW2 
in Europe, to be held in the Ballroom on May 1st. 
 

Plans are well advanced. The tickets are in the form of 
ration cards which dancers can cash-in for their fish-and-
chip supper (or vegetarian alternative) from our NAAFI 
canteen. On the night, the volunteers will be busy 
distributing the food and serving drinks at the bar, and 
Edwina has created an austerity cook-book with 
Warwickshire recipes made from non-rationed country 
fare. It might give the guests a few ideas for healthy 
local food dishes 70 years on.  
 

Thanks to a collaboration with the Leamington and 
Warwick Courier, who are featuring our VE-Day 
celebration and appealing for photos and anecdotes 
from 70 years ago, Edwina, Ann, Kate and Fran are 
preparing a display for guests to look at as they arrive 
for the dance. Volunteers will be reading-out some of 
the memories of wartime Warwick in a short 
presentation to begin the evening.  
 
We are pleased to have DJ Woody to provide the music 
for the dance. He has a huge collection of 1930s and 
'40s recordings, and is much in demand for revivalist 
events. 
 

Please promote the event using flyers which can be 
picked up from our desk in the Visitor Centre. Or just tell 

your friends to dress up and join the VE-Day Dance.  
Show and Tell 

 
The Great Warwickshire Show and Tell will take place on 
Friday 15th May, when the centre of Warwick will be 
transformed with 50 exhibition stands. Unlocking 
Warwick will be there to help celebrate the town's social 
history. At our stand there will be some old maps of 
Warwick on show, dating back to 1610 before the Great 
Fire destroyed much of the town centre. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We'll hope to recruit a few more volunteers so that we 
can organise more community events in the Court House 
in Jury Street – originally called the 'house right against 
the cross' or 'The Cross Tavern' and on some of the 
maps shown as 'The Town Hall'.  
 

Elizabethan Panorama 
 

On March 26th, the Court House hosted a splendid 
evening of Music and Words from the 16th and 17th 
Centuries called 'An Elizabethan Panorama'. In a packed 
ballroom, it was presented by the Divertimento choir, 
with music by Morley, Tallis and Ravenscroft, and a 
selection of madrigals, rounds and folk songs.  
 
Divertimento's next performance will be at Dale Street 
Church, Leamington on 4th July, with the intriguing title, 
'Make you Laugh - Make you Cry'.           

www.divertimento.org.uk  
 

First Saturday Tours 
 

Starting on Easter Saturday, 4th April, then every first 
Saturday of the month during the summer, the 
volunteers will be offering short tours of the Court 
House to small groups of visitors.  
 
Those joining the First Saturday tours will hear about 
the history of the The Grade 1 listed building, now 
reopened after a major restoration. The stone Court 
House was built by Frances Smith in the 1720s after the 
original building had been 'badly singed' in the Great Fire 
of Warwick.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There will be real-life stories of crime and punishment in 
Victorian times taken from records of the court cases 
heard in the building. The tours are being coordinated 
by Karen. There's training by Patrick, Fran, Christine and 



Ann for any volunteers who want to join the tours team. 
rota. 

School Visits 
 
Edwina is offering to organise Court House visits by 
primary school children, to learn about the history of 
the town in an exciting way. This follows a very 
successful visit to the Court House by children from 
Westgate Primary School – as part of their Great Fire 
of Warwick Project.  
 
If you know of any teachers who might like to bring 
their class to the Court House, contact Edwina or Fran.  
 

 

Drama at the University 

On May 11th, Warwick University will be staging a 
Festival of Social Sciences on their campus. Dr. Jane 
Bryan at the School of Law has asked if some of her 
students can act-out our courtroom drama taken from 
real cases in 1851. They might need a little help and 
coaching from the volunteers.   
 

 
 

 
 
Fran is liaising with the university to see if we                                                                                                            
can help them to bring to life Victorian justice                                                                                                            
in Warwick, to enliven the students' researches                                                                                                         
into English legal history with a recreation of                                                                                                           
some authentic cases heard in the Court House                                                                                                       
more than 150 years ago.  

 

Christmas Ball Again 

By popular demand the Warwick Christmas Regency Ball 
is set to happen again this year, probably on December 
12th – an early date for your diary. The feedback from 
the event last Christmas was extremely positive, with 
many guests saying it should be repeated each year. 

 

We hope guests will dress up as they did so splendidly 
last year, and this time we hope to have live period 
music.     

More details in the next Unlocking Warwick newsletter. 
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Secretary: Fran Godwin 
frangodwin@yahoo.co.uk  

 
Chairman: Rick Thompson 

rick.thompson@t-media.org.uk 
 

Treasurer: Christine Shaw 
christine.shaw692@btinternet.com  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us! 
 

 
This year we have already welcomed three new 
members to the group – Stuart , Gina and Helen.  
 
Why don't you join our group to get involved in the 
community, develop new skills, learn more about 
Warwick’s past and make new friends?  
 
Contact  Fran Godwin info@unlockingwarwick.co.uk or 
leave your details at the Visitor Information Centre and 
we'll be in touch.  
 

 
The Warwick Visitor Information Centre 

01926 492212 
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