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Bringing people together
in the heart of Warwick 

This newsletter brings you up to date with the recent
work of Unlocking Warwick, the Town Council's
volunteer group based at the Court House, and looks
ahead to activities coming up later this year.

The Warwick War Memorial
Project

Our special website www.warwickwarmemorial.org.uk
has been launched and the response to it has been
overwhelmingly positive, with comments such as 'A
great project for the town' and 'a wonderful resource'. 

Led by Christine Shaw, our team of volunteer
researchers is seeking the human stories behind the 358
names on the Warwick war memorial of the local men -
and one woman - who died in WWI.

Marking the centenary of the 1918 Armistice, the
website will be a permanent resource for historians, local
schools and Warwick residents to find out about
relatives, people from their street or school alumni who
went off to war and did not return.

The website was made possible by a community grant
from the Town Council, and we are having great help
from the County Record Office, the local museums,
churches, schools and the Royal British Legion.

Now we are appealing to the public to send us any
photos, letters or family stories about the Warwick
fallen. Leaflets have been distributed and the Warwick
Courier has printed a prominent article.

The website also has a host of features about Warwick
in WWI, the local regiments, other memorials around
the town and news of centenary events.

If you have any material about the names on the
memorial, email info@warwickwarmemorial.org.uk 

Warwick Words Plans
The centenary of the end of the Great War will also
feature in Unlocking Warwick's contribution to the
Warwick Words History Festival in October. On the final
day of the festival – October 7th – we are planning an
Armistice Afternoon Tea, taking us back to 1918 with
readings, songs, poetry and local stories.  More details
later on our website and in the autumn newsletter.

Tea and Talk 'In the Ballroom' 
The WWI theme will continue at the June edition of 'In
the Ballroom', our monthly social gathering with talks,
activities, quizzes, tea and cake, and time to chat. On
14th June, Philip Wilson will be talking about the
Warwickshire Yeomanry – the volunteer cavalry
regiment with a glorious history, commemorated in the
museum in the basement of the Court House.  

After that 'In the Ballroom' will continue on the first
Thursday of each month at 2pm. It has become very
popular. Recent editions - featuring old photos of
Warwick and an illustrated talk about the local canals -
have had record attendances of more than 60 guests. 

Coming up later this year are a talk about the famous
boxing Turpins, an Activities and Games afternoon, a
Cream Tea with a music hall theme, Fakes or Fortunes
at Auction, Warwick Poppies 2018, and in December,
Christmas Carols. No need to book. Just come along. 

The monthly social gathering In the Ballroom is
organised by Unlocking Warwick on behalf of the Town
Council, with support from the Big Lottery Awards Fund.
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Tea and Dance Lessons
On the second Tuesday of each month at 2pm in the
ballroom, the volunteers are helping Cllr Dorothy Da
Cruz with the Tea and Dance Lessons, which give local
people the chance to learn some classic ballroom dance
steps with professional teachers. 

No experience is needed, and there's tea, coffee and
cake with plenty of time to chat and make new friends.

Court House Tours
Unlocking Warwick's free Court House Tours have
resumed for the 2018 season. These 45-minute tours
round the exterior and interior of the restored Court
House/Town Hall have proved popular with visitors and
local people alike. The volunteer guides use the history
of the buildings on this central site as an introduction to
the story of the county town. 

This year's Court House Tours are all on a Saturday
starting at 11am. You can find all the tour dates here:
www.unlockingwarwick.org/2018-court-house-tours-
announced/    Special tours for groups can be arranged. 
Email info@unlockingwarwick.org    and we'll see what we
can do. 

Barn Dance July 20th 
Tickets are now on sale at the Visitor Information Centre
for the Warwick Barn Dance in the ballroom on Friday
20th July. Or email barndance@unlockingwarwick.org    It
should be great fun with live music, food, a bar, and an
experienced caller to lead everyone through the moves.
So no previous experience is required. Get in line!

Supporting the Town Council 
Unlocking Warwick is working to support the activities of
Warwick Town Council in a number of ways. This
summer, seven of the volunteers are doing shifts in the
Visitor Information Centre to cover for holiday leave and
sickness. 

Our long-term list of local events, 'What's On in Warwick
at a Glance', is proving very useful in the Visitor Centre
and is getting thousands of views each month on the
Visit Warwick website. We hope that it will help to
encourage more visitors to the town as well as provide a
service for residents about the wide range of things to
do in Warwick. You can find it on our website here:
www.unlockingwarwick.org/events/    It is updated once a
month, and looks ahead several months.

And the volunteers are supporting Events Manager Fiona
Molloy by showing people the Ballroom and Council
Chamber on our tours and during the monthly social
gatherings 'In the Ballroom', (both are available for
hire), and by promoting the Court House as a great
venue for private functions on our Facebook site and
Facebook and Twitter feed. 

Join us?
If you would like to help with any of Unlocking
Warwick's community activities, send an email to Rick at
info@unlockingwarwick.org   We will be having an
informal summer social on 30th June and our next
volunteers' meeting is in the Court House on 30th July.  

Three Hundred Likes
Our Facebook page @unlockingwarwick has just passed
300 'likes' as more people discover that it's a good way
of finding out what's going on at the Court House and
around Warwick. 

On Twitter, please follow and retweet us. Note that the
correct address is @Unlockingwk  

Contacts
The Unlocking Warwick Volunteer Group

 
Chair: Karen Parker

Secretary: Rick Thompson
Email: info@unlockingwarwick.org 

Treasurer: Stuart Davies

Website: www.unlockingwarwick.org 
 

The Warwick Visitor Information Centre

01926 492212

www.visitwarwick.co.uk 
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