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in the heart of Warwick 

This quarterly newsletter brings you up to date with the
recent work of the Town Council's Court House
volunteers, and looks ahead to activities in September,
October and November.

UW at Warwick Words

The Unlocking Warwick volunteers are preparing two
contributions for this year's Warwick Words History
Festival, both with a theme of crime and punishment in
Warwick's past.

O n Sunday October 6th at 7.30pm in the Court House
ballroom, we will be re-enacting a famous murder trial
that took place in Warwick 200 years ago. 'The Trial of
Abraham Thornton for the Murder of Mary
Ashford' is adapted from the original shorthand account
of the proceedings. The trial gripped the nation and was
to change legal history.

Some of the drama students from Warwick School and
King's High School will be joining the volunteers to
recreate the trial. 

At the time of writing there are still tickets available;
(£12 from the Visitor Information Centre box office).
There will be a bar available during the evening.

And on Saturday 5th October, Unlocking Warwick's Paula
Fletcher, a professional tour guide, will be telling tales of
dastardly deeds on her 90-minute 'Gallows Tours'
around the centre of town, starting at the Court House
in Jury Street.

The first tour at 12noon was sold out immediately so
Paula will conduct a second tour at 4pm. Tickets at £7 -
from the Visitor Information Centre or the Warwick
Words box office 01926 334418 – are selling fast!. We
will also have a stand at the Warwick Words History Fair
in the ballroom on October 5th. Come and see us
between 10am and 2pm.

Tours for Heritage Open Days
In addition to our twice-monthly free guided tours,
Unlocking Warwick will also be marking the national
'Heritage Open Days', which this year will include two
weekends. On Saturday 14th September from 10.30am
to 12noon Paula will be conducting a free Historic
Warwick Walk starting at the Court House. And our last
45-minute free Court House Tours of this season will be
on Saturday 21st September  at 11am and 2pm. Guides
will present the story of the Court House and introduce
visitors to the history of the town. There's no need for
people to book; just turn up at the Visitor Centre.

This year there have been four local U3A groups and a
junior school booking special tours to hear about
Warwick's history. Groups or local schools should email
info@unlockingwarwick.org to request a bespoke tour. 

Do You Know Warwick?

Have a look at our Facebook page 'Unlocking Warwick'
to see if you can identify the pictures of unusual
features on buildings in the centre of Warwick. There's
one posted each month. We now have 409 followers
some of whom share our posts with friends. 230 people
looked at our July picture and 489 saw the June one. 

How about these two?

mailto:info@unlockingwarwick.org


War Memorial Project 
The team researching the stories behind the names on
the Warwick War Memorial have now posted information
on our special website about every one of the 366
Warwick men (and one woman) who died in The Great
War. We managed to reach the target just before the
100th anniversary of the Treaty of Versailles that formally
ended WW1. On the day of the centenary the Warwick
Courier gave the achievement front page treatment.   

But the project isn't quite finished yet. Local people are
still submitting stories and pictures from their family
albums. Project leader Christine Shaw says, 'The website
now has some poignant portraits of young Warwick
men, proudly posing for the camera, who were to die on
the Western Front or in the Middle East'.

And attention then turned to Warwick Cemetery. Tricia
Scott discovered at the County Record Office that some
Warwick soldiers who had been returned from the front
with serious injuries or illnesses had died in hospital here
and were buried in the cemetery. Others were
commemorated at family graves. 

Tricia found that many of these graves and memorials
were completely overgrown, so she went back with
gardening gloves, secateurs and a scrubbing brush to
clear away the brambles and make the tributes on the
headstones legible again. Tricia, Christine and Helen
formed a day-long work-party to revive the most
neglected memorials and graves. 

To read all about each of the Warwick Fallen and the
way WW1 made such an impact on the town, go to
www.warwickwarmemorial.org.uk  The website was
created with the help of a community grant from
Warwick Town Council as a permanent resource for
historians, writers, schools and local residents who want
to know about their relatives who died in WW1.

Socials at the Court House 
The two social gatherings in the ballroom organised
each month by Unlocking Warwick for the Town Council
have proved very popular and will continue next year. 

On the first Tuesday of the month, Sue Rigby, Dorothy
Da Cruz and Helen Bufton have been organising the Tea
and Dance Lessons, with a professional dance instructor
guiding guests through the steps of some ballroom
classics, and with tea, cake and time to chat between
the sessions. 

And on the second Wednesday each month, Ann Lettis
and a regular team of volunteers has made sure that“In
The Ballroom” has attracted lots of guests with its
friendly atmosphere and varied programme of illustrated
talks, activities and quizzes, with tea, coffee and cake
served by the volunteers. 

        Tea and Dance Lessons                        In The Ballroom

The September edition of 'In The Ballroom' will be the
ever-popular and surprisingly competitive Beetle Drive
and other table-top games; In October guests will hear
about The Cadbury Story; in November 'Warwick Then
and Now' will tell of the town's oldest buildings.

What's On in Warwick 
Our 'What's On in Warwick – at a Glance' long-term
calendar of local events has become extremely popular
with thousands of views online each month. You can
find it on our website with a link on the home page, or
on the Visit Warwick website of the Visitor Information
Centre. It's updated each month, so if you are
organising a public event in Warwick, send details well in
advance to whatson@unlockingwarwick.org 
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