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Bringing people together
in the heart of Warwick 

This quarterly newsletter brings you up to date with the
recent work of the Town Council's Court House
volunteers, and looks ahead to activities in March, April
and May.

Court House Tours
Unlocking Warwick's free Court House Tours will begin
again on Easter Saturday, April 11th. These 45-minute
walks and talks take visitors around the Grade-1 listed
building, and give a brief history of the county town
since its founding by the Anglo-Saxons, and its
development during Norman and Elizabethan times. 

The tours take place at 11am on the first Saturday of
the month and Bank Holiday Saturdays, with occasional
additional tours in the summer months and the Heritage
Open Day weekend in September. 

In May a group of GCSE students studying Travel and
Tourism at Streetly Academy will be taking a tour and
talking to the staff at the Visitor Centre. Special Court
House Tours for schools or groups can usually be
arranged.  The 2020 tour dates are: April 11th - May
2nd,  9th and 23rd - June 6th and 20th - July 4th and 18th -
August 1st and 29th, September 11th and 19th. There is
no need to book. Meet in the Visitor Information Centre
at the Court House/Town Hall in Jury Street. 

Reliving the Jazz Age
In past years, the Unlocking Warwick volunteers have
staged dance evenings in the Court House ballroom,
celebrating the '40s, the '60s, and the '80s. 

This year on Saturday May 2nd at 7.30pm we will be
staging The Jazz Age 1920s Experience 2020. A hundred
years on from the Roaring Twenties, there will be a
Charleston Stroll Masterclass, a demonstration of the
Lindy Hop, music from Roy Forbes and his five-piece
jazz band, cocktails, canapés and dancing until 11pm.
Tickets £30 from the Visitor Information Centre. 01926
492212. We encourage period dress if you feel like
getting into the twenties mood. 

'Stunning' Regency Ball
There were plenty of period costumes on display at the
December Regency Ball, declared by the guests as
'stunning' and 'possibly the best yet'. This was the sixth
Christmas ball organised at the Court House by
Unlocking Warwick. The interval entertainment featured
the Prince Regent himself reflecting on the amazing
events of the decade from 1810 -1920 when he was
ruling in place of his deranged father George III, with a
fine comedy performance by Ashley Hayward.

An early date for your diary - the 2020 Regency Ball will
be held on December 5th. 

Talk, Tea, Quiz and Company

This year, the social get-together 'In The Ballroom' is
being held on the second Wednesday of each month,
and remains as popular as ever. In January Rick
Thompson told the history of the Court House and the
administration of Warwick over the centuries, and in
February Trevor Langley led a Sound of Music singalong
and quiz afternoon.

    The Court House Story              Sound of Music Quiz

If you know of someone who would appreciate a friendly
afternoon tea with a talk and a quiz, suggest they go
along to the Court House at 2pm on March 11th (Learn
about your surname), April 8th (Warwickshire Folk Tales)
or May 13th (Treasure Islands). Entry is £2.50 to include
the refreshments and there's no need to book.



Fourth Tuesdays for Tea & Dance 
The other regular social events in the Court House
ballroom are the Tea and Dance Lessons, this year
taking place on the fourth Tuesday of every month from
2pm to 4pm. 

Professional dance teachers walk guests through the
steps of ballroom classics including the social foxtrot, the
waltz and the cha-cha, so no experience is necessary. 

The dance lessons are excellent gentle exercise, good
for balance, flexibility and posture, and there's plenty of
time to chat and make friends over tea, coffee and cake
during the interval. Tea and Dance Lessons during the
Spring months will be on March 24th, April 28th and May
26th. They cost just £2.50 to include the refreshments.

Remembering WW2 in Warwick
Do you know anyone who is old enough to remember
what conditions were like in Warwick during WW2?  

The Unlocking Warwick team that researched the stories
behind the names from World War One commemorated
on the war memorial in Church Street are now turning
their attention to those from Warwick who died in the
Second  World War. 

There are 113 names on the 1939–1945 bronze plaques.
A public appeal for photos and information about the
local men who went off to the war and did not return
will be launched around VE-Day in May. 

In the meantime we are looking for any personal
memories of the war years in Warwick – perhaps about
rationing, the blackout, air-raid shelters, or evacuees –
to add to the Warwick War Memorial website in due
course. www.warwickwarmemorial.org.uk  

You can contact the research team by sending an email
to Christine Shaw: info@warwickwarmemorial.org.uk or
leave information and contact details at the Visitor
Information Centre, marked “Unlocking Warwick”, and a
member of the team will be in touch. 

Town of Treasures App 
Visitors to St. Mary's and the Lord Leycester Hospital can
download to their mobiles the 'Town of Treasures' app,
with audiovisual presentations about the historic
buildings. At the request of the Town Council, Unlocking
Warwick has been creating a presentation about the
Jury Street Court House to be included in a revised
version of the app. 

It has been a year-long project to research the creation
of the Warwick Corporation in the 16th Century, its move
from the Guildhall to the present site at the central
crossroads, and the construction of the Court House
after the Great Fire of Warwick. Now the production
phase is well underway with Peter Knell who produced
the original app matching visuals to the soundtrack.

Patrick recording the voice of architect Francis Smith 

It's hoped the app will be finished and launched within
the next two or three months, allowing visitors to find
out all about the Grade-1 listed building in an
entertaining way on their mobile phones. 

Thanks to Berkeley
Finally it's goodbye and good luck to Berkeley Williams
who is retiring after twelve years as the Custodian of the
Court House as well as being the mayor's driver. He has
been a great supporter of Unlocking Warwick's
community events. Welcome to the newly appointed
Custodian, Vernal Myton, and to Sid Russell who is to be
the official chauffeur, driving the Mayor to hundreds of
official events each year.
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