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Summer 2020
Bringing people together
in the heart of Warwick 

This quarterly newsletter brings you up to date with the
recent work of the Town Council's Court House
volunteers, and looks ahead to activities in June, July
and August.

Lockdown
What a bizarre period it has been since Unlocking
Warwick's last quarterly newsletter that looked forward
optimistically to a busy spring of community activities.
These included the return of our Court House Tours for
visitors with plans to launch a new audio-visual app all
about the building's history, a varied programme of
speakers for the monthly social 'In The Ballroom',
continuing Tea and Dance Lessons, and a special 'Jazz
Age' evening of music and dance marking the 1920s in
2020. 

But on March 23rd, as the number of coronavirus cases
soared, we were told to 'Stay at Home', with schools,
entertainment venues, pubs, restaurants, leisure centres
and places of worship all closed. 

It all went very quiet!

Working from Home

Unlocking Warwick, like so many volunteer groups, did
what we could from our homes to keep isolated people
informed, entertained, and in touch with their
community.

Our monthly 'What's On in Warwick' turned into 'What's
Not On', updated regularly with cancellations of events,
postponements to new dates, and contacts for various
forms of assistance during the lockdown. 

The social gathering 'In The Ballroom' usually featured a
quiz designed each month by Helen Fellows. She
decided to keep it going online. So watch out for the
twenty questions of the Not-In-The-Ballroom quiz on
www.unlockingwarwick.org at the start of each month,
with the answers posted a week later. No cheating now!
And our Facebook page edited by Tricia Scott is carrying
more 'Do You Know Warwick?' pictures, now featuring
interesting buildings from the last 50 or 60 years that
residents might remember. For example, this building,
and those that were on the same site before it,
provoked lots of nostalgic comments from older
residents. 

Finding the Warwick Stories
from WW2

The May meeting of the Unlocking Warwick committee
was conducted online courtesy of Zoom, and was a
chance for members to be updated on the WW2 phase
of the War Memorial Project. 

Hello everyone. Are you alright? Yes, fine thanks.

http://www.unlockngwarwick.org/


A Public Appeal

On the 75th anniversary of VE-Day marking the end of
the Second World War in Europe, we launched a public
appeal for information and photos of the 112 names
from WW2 on the Warwick War Memorial. Our special
website launched in 2018 to commemorate the Warwick
Fallen of WW1 www.warwickwarmemorial.org.uk was
relaunched to cover both world wars; (thank you to web
designer Peter Blackledge). The Warwick Courier
partnered us in this project and gave prominent
coverage to the appeal.  

On inside pages there were lots of stories we had found
about the local men who had gone to serve in WW2 and
had not returned.  

We discovered that 23 of the men commemorated on
the memorial were in the RAF, many flying dangerous
bombing missions over Germany. Sixty percent of
Bomber Command crews were killed injured or captured.

In the following weeks, the Courier has been publishing
more stories of the sacrifices made by the young men of
the town in 1939-45. 

And we are also very keen to record direct memories of
local people who are old enough to remember life in
Warwick during the war. Residents in their eighties and
nineties may well remember their schooldays in wartime
Warwick, with the air-raid drills, blackout, gas-masks,
rationing, and the anti-aircraft guns around the town.

Memories of Wartime Warwick 
Peter Stocker was one of those who got in touch with us
after reading about the project in the Warwick Courier.
He has vivid memories of Warwick during the year. 

It seems he was a bit of a scallywag, swimming with his
school friends in the emergency water tank erected in
The Butts, until the fire brigade officers chased them off,
and riding in the coal wagons supplying coal to the gas
works from the canal, operated by prisoners of war. 

Our website is hoping to find a picture for every one of
the 112 Warwick men who died in WW2 and who are
named on the memorial. So we hope local people will
use their lockdown time to look in their old photo
albums and send us pictures. If they can scan them and
email them, that is best, But if they don't have the
means to do that, we can arrange to collect them
adhering to social distancing of course, copy them and
return them. Email any information or photos to
Christine Shaw: info@warwickwarmemorial.org.uk 

Unlocking Warwick 
The name of the Town Council's volunteer group is
appropriate. We look forward very much to helping to
unlock Warwick, but understand completely that this
must not be done prematurely, causing even more
dreadful deaths. The Visitor Centre in the Court House
will open only when it is safe to do so, and when there
are visitors returning as local facilities and attractions
reopen. In the meantime, stay safe everyone, and keep
checking our two websites: www.unlockingwarwick.org
for news of What's On and What's Not, and have a
browse around  www.warwickwarmemorial.org.uk 

Contacts
The Unlocking Warwick Volunteer Group

 
Chair: Karen Parker

Secretary: Rick Thompson
Email: info@unlockingwarwick.org 

Treasurer: Paula Fletcher

Website: www.unlockingwarwick.org 

 
The Warwick Visitor Information Centre

01926 492212
www.visitwarwick.co.uk
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