
   

The Unlocking Warwick
Volunteers 

Newsletter
Autumn 2020
Bringing people together
in the heart of Warwick 

This quarterly newsletter brings you up to date with the
recent work of the Town Council's Court House
volunteers, and looks ahead to activities in September,
October and November.

Easing the Lockdown
Since our last newsletter written three months ago at
the height of the lockdown, the restrictions have been
eased with shops and recreation venues open, and with
children returning to school. But the virus has not gone
away; indeed daily cases seem to be rising again. So
Unlocking Warwick is exercising extreme caution and our
monthly social teas and dance lessons in the ballroom –
attended by local people who are mainly in the
vulnerable category -  remain suspended. 

We have reluctantly taken the decision to cancel this
year's Christmas Regency Ball, the first cancellation
since this annual showcase event began in 2014. It
would have required close contact and holding hands
with different partners, and Regency dancing is more
energetic than it seems. Performing in medical masks
was not an option. 

Historic Tours Return 

But in July, with the Visitor Information Centre
reopened, our free Court House Tours returned, with
social distancing measures in place. Guests now have to
book in advance and numbers are restricted to ten
individuals per tour guide. Thank you to the VIC staff
who keep track of the bookings. 

There will be 11 o'clock tours on September 5th, and
during Heritage Open Days week on September 19th,
when there will be an extra tour at 2pm.

The Great Fire Walk
Tours with a difference will be happening at the start of
the Heritage Open Days period on Friday 11th

September. Coordinated by volunteers Sue and Paula
combining with Heritage Warwickshire, groups will be
taken along the route of The Great Fire of Warwick.
Tours will start in Pageant Garden and take in the Lord
Leycester opposite the fire's origin, the Court House
where the fire veered up Church Street, and St. Mary's
Church, finishing back at the Court House where
documents about the fire and its aftermath will be on
display. Tours at 10.30am, 12.30pm and 2.30pm. 

These 90-minute free tours must be booked in advance
at the Visitor Centre with numbers limited to allow
proper distancing. 01926 492212.

Community Action at Home
During this strange summer, the Town Council
volunteers have been doing their best to keep isolated
members of the the community engaged with life in
Warwick and its history and heritage. The What's On in
Warwick turned into What's On and What's Not, with
useful guidance on local Covid-19 measures and support
groups, and with regular updating of event cancellations
or postponements.

Helen Fellows' quiz, a popular feature of the monthly
social 'In The Ballroom', has continued on the website.  

Helen's Quiz is now online each month

The 'Not in the Ballroom Quiz' is posted on our website
at the beginning of each month, with the answers
appearing a week later.  www.unlockingwarwick.org  
And Tricia Scott has been continuing to post intriguing
pictures of Warwick in her 'Do You Know Warwick?'
series on the Unlocking Warwick Facebook page. 

Do you know this one?

http://www.unlockingwarwick.org/


War Memorial Stories
The Unlocking Warwick research team has also been
providing plenty of stories for people to read at home,
either online or in the Warwick Courier. This followed an
appeal for photos and information about the 112
Warwick men named on the WW2 plaques on the war
memorial in Church Street.  

Local families responded with some fascinating stories of
relatives who had died in the war, and some senior
citizens shared their memories of life in Warwick during
the six years of WW2. With information gleaned from a
variety of online sources, we now have quite detailed
profiles of all the Warwick service people from both
world wars commemorated on the memorial. 

Particularly notable was the story of Newell Orton from
Bridge End, known as 'Fanny' by his RAF pals.

Squadron Leader Orton's Hurricane is second in this line
photographed on patrol over eastern France in 1940. 

Fanny Orton became nationally known as Britain's first
fighter 'ace'. Flying Hurricanes in France, then Spitfires
in the Battle of Britain, he shot down 17 enemy aircraft
with 8 more 'probables', and was the first pilot to receive
the Distinguished Flying Cross with Bar. In September
1941 his Spitfire failed to return from a mission across
the Channel. 

Many other stories of bravery and sacrifice came to light,
and for the past three months, the Warwick Courier has
been allocating a full page to the 'Stories from the War
Memorial' and 'Memories of Wartime Warwick'. 

One of the families that contacted the research team
were the descendants of Sgt. Augustus Jennings of the
Royal Warwickshire Regiment, who heroically threw
himself on top of grenades to protect his men as the SS
massacred them in a barn on the road to Dunkirk. As a
result of our published story, the Fusilier Museum is
arranging for his daughter to receive the campaign
medals she never had because the family did not know
about the massacre until many years after the war, and
the MOD deemed it too late to award medals. 

The Court House on Your Phone

Also during the lockdown, Peter Knell has been putting
the finishing touches to an audio-visual App for visitors
to the Court House to download and view as they walk
round the building, or later in their own time. It relates a
brief history of the founding and administration of
Warwick from Saxon times, the creation of a corporation
in Henry VIII's time, and describes the construction of
the present building by Francis Smith after the Great
Fire. 

Peter Knell recording Patrick McConville – the voice of Francis Smith

The App will be launched soon as a new element in the
'Town of Treasures' App currently showcasing St. Mary's
Church and the Lord Leycester Hospital.

Unlocking Warwick 
The Court House volunteers are very keen to get back to
normal service, supporting the Town Council with
projects that ensure the magnificent Court House at the
main crossroads is a hub of community activity.

But we are keenly aware that the virus can spread
quickly with deadly consequences, so we remain
cautious about organising any events that might put
older residents at risk. 
 
In the meantime, stay safe everyone, and keep checking
our two websites: www.unlockingwarwick.org for news
of What's On and What's Not, and have a browse
around  www.warwickwarmemorial.org.uk 
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