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The Mary Ashford Murder Trial, October 2019

This quarterly newsletter brings you up to date with the
recent activities of the Town Council's Court House
volunteers - rather limited by Covid-19 restrictions
unfortunately. Let's hope for brighter times in June, July
and August.

Visitor Centre Redesigned
While the Visitor Information Centre was closed during
the Covid-19 lockdown, it was redesigned to give more
room for visitors, but also to open up the space for gifts
and displays. While restrictions continue there is a one-
way system for visitors, with entry via the Castle Street
door and exit at the Jury Street entrance. 

Unlocking Warwick volunteers are regularly helping in
the Information Centre this summer to cover for staff
absences.

There is currently an impressive model of the centre of
town on display. It shows the day in January 1916 when
an open-topped double-decker tram ran away down
High Street and Jury Street with no driver at the
controls. It jumped the rails at the Eastgate and
smashed into the bar of the Castle Arms Hotel at the top
of Smith Street, injuring three passengers, and burying
the barmaid in rubble. She was pulled out unscathed.

The detailed model was made by Keith Bolton. Modelling
was his hobby. It was started in 1996 and was nearing 
completion in 2004 when Keith died. It was finished by 
Dick Hewins, and the family has donated it to the town.

Unlocking Warwick now has a noticeboard beside the 
exit door, with details of any activities coming up, such 
as this summer's Court House Tours.

The Tours Resume
When the government restrictions changed to allow 30
people to gather outdoors, the Court House Tours
resumed on selected Saturdays. With hardly any
overseas visitors in Warwick at present, the guests so
far have mainly been from the local area, and seem to
very much appreciate hearing about the history of
Warwick and seeing the Grade-1 listed Court House with
its council chamber and elegant ballroom. Both rooms
can be hired for private functions.

Karen has revised the Risk Assessment document for the
tours in the light of coronavirus restrictions. The safety
guidelines have been approved by the Town Clerk and
will be followed by the tour guides, with social distancing
respected for as long as necessary. Numbers are being
limited, so guests are required to book at the VIC.

The dates for the 11am Saturday tours are June 5th,
June 19th, July 3rd, July 17th, August 7th, August 28th,
September 4th and Sunday September 19th (the last day
of the Heritage Open Days week). 

Memorial Musical Tea

At time of writing there are many uncertainties about
the progress of virus variants which could delay a return
to something closer to normal life. But the organisers of
the Warwick Words History Festival remain hopeful that
it will be able to go ahead in October. And Unlocking
Warwick have been asked to stage an event in the
ballroom on the final day as in previous years. 



The plan at present is to hold a 'Memorial Musical Tea'
to mark the centenary of the Warwick war memorial,
and the conclusion of our project finding the stories
behind the names. There will be songs from the twenties
and fifties when peacetime following the two wars was
celebrated with new fashions and new music.

The celebrated trio called 'My Favourite Things' have
agreed to perform a selection of period songs, so we
hope that with everyone double-vaccinated by that time,
indoor events will be back to normal. 

We hope we can celebrate with 'My Favourite Things'

Extra Plaques for the War
Memorial

Extra name-plates for the war memorial are about to be
delivered from Manor Foundry in Derbyshire which
specialise in bronze commemorative plaques. There will
be 8 names on the new WWI plaque and 12 on the
WWII one. Most are the names of Warwick men who
died in the conflicts but for various reasons were missed
when the name-plates were originally commissioned. A
few are corrections of spelling errors or confusions over
members of the same family. 

In July after the plaques have been mounted, there will
be a short private ceremony attended by the Mayor and
relatives to mark the sacrifices made. After the three-
year Unlocking Warwick project to find personal details
of all the local service people who died in the conflicts, it
is appropriate to erect the missing names on the
centenary of the memorial itself.  

Socials Under Review
We wait to see what kind of changes to the Covid-19
restrictions will be announced by the government on
June 21st, but we will adopt a very cautious approach to
the return of our social gathering “In The Ballroom”,
with a speaker, tea and quiz every month, and the Tea
and Dance Lessons. 

We can only hope that the infection rate falls to a very
low level as the summer progresses, that guests will all
have been vaccinated, and they will feel confident
enough to join friends in the ballroom. Volunteers who
serve the tea must also feel secure. 

There'll be more news on all these hoped-for activities,
and the plans for the Christmas Regency Ball, in the
autumn newsletter at the end of August, and on our
website: www.unlockingwarwick.org 

Can anyone beat Edwina?

The monthly 20-questions quiz devised by Helen Fellows
for 'In The Ballroom' has continued online during the
shutdown. Volunteer Edwina McConville is a regular
winner with high scores in every category. She should
be called Edwinna. She managed an unprecedented
perfect score of twenty out of twenty for the general
knowledge quiz posted on June 1st. (You can find it on
the Unlocking Warwick website if you want to try
yourself).  Another quiz will appear on July 1st. Can
anyone beat Edwina? 

Stand by for Summer Visitors

With foreign holidays severely restricted this year, it's
predicted that British holiday destinations will be very
popular.  Perhaps historic Warwick will be seen as a
good place to visit rather than the crowded beaches
around our coasts.

Warwick is a great place for a day out, and also as a
base for visits to nearby destinations such as Stratford
upon Avon, Kenilworth Castle, The Cotswolds and
Coventry – the UK's City of Culture.

Who needs Spain or France?

All we need this summer is plenty of sunshine
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