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Sue conducting a Court House Tour

This quarterly newsletter brings you up to date with the
recent work of the Town Council's Court House
volunteers. The community activities have still been
rather limited by Covid-19 precautions, with a persistent
third wave of infections through the summer. We hope
that as more and more people are double-vaccinated,
they will feel more confident to attend indoor events.  

Our 'What's On in Warwick'
After restrictions were lifted in July and venues and
visitor attractions around the town reopened, our
'What's On in Warwick' has been updated much more
frequently. It gives general information about the
opening times for many venues, coronavirus advice, and
a calendar of Warwick events looking ahead three
months, with contacts and links for tickets. 

You can find the 'What's On in Warwick (and What's
Not)' on our website, and on the Visit Warwick website
of the Town Council's Visitor Information Centre.
www.unlockingwarwick.org   www.visitwarwick.co.uk  

New Plaques on the Memorial

July 10th saw a significant occasion at the Warwick War
Memorial in Church Street. 

It was 100 years to the day that this elegant and
unusual memorial was unveiled by the Lord Lieutenant
of Warwickshire before a huge crowd – numbered at
more than 5,000 by the local newspaper.

And to mark the centenary, two new plaques were
unveiled by the Mayor, with five names from WW1 and
ten from WW2. For various reasons they had been
missed when the original plaques were installed in 1921
and 1951. The missing names had been discovered by
Christine Shaw and her colleagues who have been
working for more than three years to find the personal
stories behind every name on the memorial. The
Warwick servicemen and women who died in both world
wars are now commemorated on our special website:
www.warwickwarmemorial.org.uk   

Relatives of the newly honoured fallen and Project Leader Christine Shaw

There is a video of the ceremony on You Tube: 
https://youtu.be/hK-_A32-RVI  Afterwards the families 
sent warm messages of appreciation to Christine and her
colleagues, and they thanked the Town Council for 
organising and funding the new bronze plaques.

Summertime Court House Tours
The weather has been fine and warm for all the
Unlocking Warwick Court House Tours this summer.
With  fewer foreign visitors to the town because of Covid
restrictions, most of the guests on the tours have been
from the midland region, many from Warwick itself. 

These free 45-minute tours describing the history of the
Grade-1 listed building and some of the history of
Warwick itself, have been very well received. The
autumn tours will be on September 4th at 11am, and to
end the season there will be two tours on the final day
of the Heritage Open Days period, on Sunday 19th

September at 11am and 2pm. Book a place at the Visitor
Information Centre, or call them on 01926 492212.

https://youtu.be/hK-_A32-RVI
http://www.warwickwarmemorial.org.uk/
http://www.visitwaarwick.co.uk/
http://www.unlockingwarwick.org/


Memorial Musical Tea
The Warwick Words History Festival is going ahead this
year with some 'Covid secure' precautions in place at the
various venues. On October 10th, the final day of the
festival, Unlocking Warwick is planning to present a
Memorial Musical Tea in the Court House ballroom. 

Memorial because we are marking this year's centenary
of the unveiling of the war memorial in Church Street,
and Musical because we will be celebrating the lively
music of the decades following the ends of WW1 and
WW2. The close harmony trio 'My Favourite Things' will
be performing songs from the 'roaring twenties' and the
'fabulous fifties'.   

Tickets are selling quickly, so it's clear that people are
feeling more confident about attending events after
having double vaccinations. 

If you want to join the tea from 2pm to 4pm on October
10th, tickets are available from the Visitor Information
Centre or the festival box office: 01926 33 44 18 
 

You Shall Go to the Ball – if you
managed to get a ticket!

The announcement that our Christmas Regency Ball
would go ahead this year after last year's cancellation
was followed by a scramble for tickets. 

Organiser Tricia Scott says, “The phones at the Visitor 
Information Centre were red hot as most of the tickets 
were snapped up within the first few hours of them 
going on sale. The Warwick Regency ball has become a 
hugely popular pre-Christmas event since it was revived 
in 2014, with guests travelling from all over England and
wearing the most gorgeous period costumes. 

We've had many lovely emails since we announced that 
this year's ball will go ahead (barring an unexpected 
coronavirus surge). “This is wonderful news. We are 
already excited..”... “We really missed the ball last year; 
it is such a wonderful event” ...“You can't imagine how 
welcome this news is. How exciting! We've now got 
something to look forward to.”

Tricia said, “We are very pleased to have the excellent 
Frances Richardson calling the dances for us again this 
year, with period music provided by the noted local trio, 
Mr. Sayer's Players.

We hope that the return of one of Warwick's premium
events this Christmas will indicate that we are gradually
returning to normal after an extraordinary two years”. 

Our Summer Social

After a covid cancellation last year, Unlocking Warwick's
annual Summer Social returned in July in the attractive
garden of the Unitarian Chapel. 

It was a lovely occasion after so many months with little
social contact, and a chance to chat informally to some
of the councillors and the Town Council staff. The
mayor, Richard Edgington generously provided some
Prosecco to start the evening in style, and volunteers
provided a great buffet organised by Helen Fellows. 

Socials In The Ballroom
Remain Under Review

We are continuing to adopt a very cautious approach to
renewing our monthly social teas “In The Ballroom”, and
the Tea and Dance Lessons. 

The Covid infection rate and hospitalisation remain
rather high, so we are continually keeping our indoor
activities under review, and will discuss the return of our
community socials at the next general meeting of
members of Unlocking Warwick in October. 

 

Contacts
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Chair: Karen Parker

Secretary: Rick Thompson
Email: info@unlockingwarwick.org 

Treasurer: Paula Fletcher

Website: www.unlockingwarwick.org 

 
The Warwick Visitor Information Centre

01926 492212
www.visitwarwick.co.uk
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