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Bringing people together
in the heart of Warwick 

Come dancing on the fourth Tuesday of the month

This quarterly newsletter brings you up to date with the
recent work of the Town Council's Court House
Volunteers. With the Covid infection rate falling and the
omicron variant less severe, many people have told us
they are keen to meet up with friends once again. So...  

Our Socials In The Ballroom
Return!

Our monthly talk, tea and quiz - In The Ballroom - is
returning on the second Wednesday of each month from
2pm to 4pm, starting on March 9th. Organiser Ann Lettis
and George Palmer at the Town Council have already
lined-up some interesting speakers. 

'In The Ballroom' was becoming very popular before
Covid-19 intervened. On one occasion in 2019 we had to
turn a few guests away when the room was full. Clearly
it will be particularly important this year to avoid any
overcrowding. 

So guests will be required to reserve a place in
advance by dropping-in to the Visitor Information
Centre, or calling the team on 01926 492212. Or email
Trudy Ashmore on enquiries@visitwarwick.co.uk In The
Ballroom costs just £3 per person to include the tea and
cake – cash only on the door please!

Here's the line-up of speakers this year:

March 9th  Graham Sutherland: 'Wish You Were 
Here'.  How holidays have changed over the years.
April 13th  Rick Thompson: 'Park Life in the 
Spring'. The wildlife in St. Nicholas Park as spring 
migrants arrive.
May 11th  Trevor Langley: 'The Puckerings and the 
Priory'.  Who were the Puckerings and why were they 
so important? 
June 8th  Cream Tea to celebrate the Queen's 
Platinum Jubilee. 
July 13th  Christine Ramsey: 'Everlasting Flowers'. 
Tips on drying and arranging flowers from gardens and 
the wild.
August 10th  Steven Bruce: 'Antiques Collecting'. 
Tips on collecting. Bring small items for Steve to tell you 
about. 
September 14th Anthony Paulton-Smith: 'Origins 
of Pub Names'.  The history of pub names and the 
signs that go with them.
October 12th  Steve Garrison: 'Warwick Ghost 
Stories'  Stories behind the doors of Warwick.
November 9th  Roger Butler: 'Scottish Treasure 
Islands'  A look at Scotland's islands and the treasures 
they hold.
December 10th Christmas Celebrations.

For further information keep an eye 'News and Events'
on our website: www.unlockingwarwick.org or contact
George Palmer at the Town Council on 01926 411694 

Come Dancing on Fourth Tuesdays
The other regular social events returning to the Court
House ballroom are the Tea and Dance Lessons,
taking place on the fourth Tuesday of every month from
2pm to 4pm. A professional dance teacher walks guests
through the steps of ballroom classics including the
social foxtrot, the waltz and the cha-cha, so no
experience is necessary. 

The dance lessons are excellent gentle exercise - good
for balance, flexibility and posture - and there's plenty of
time to chat and make friends over tea, coffee and cake
during the interval. Tea and Dance Lessons during the
coming months will be on March 22nd, April 26th, May
24th, June 24th and July 26th. They cost just £3 to include
the refreshments. (Cash only, please.)

As with the 'In The Ballroom' socials, it's necessary this
year to reserve your places in advance at the Visitor
Information Centre, (open seven days a week), or phone
them on 01926 492212. Or you can email Trudy
Ashmore: enquiries@visitwarwick.co.uk 
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It doesn't matter if you haven't got a partner for the Tea
and Dance Lessons. Just hook up with someone else and
take to the floor!

(Note: the ballroom is available for hire. Contact Fiona or Stacy
on 01926 830808, or via www.thecourthousewarwick.co.uk)

Court House Tours
Also returning for the summer season are our free Court
House Tours, with guides from Unlocking Warwick.
Starting on Easter Saturday, these 45-minute tours are a
gentle stroll around the Grade-1 listed Court House while
guests hear something of the rich history of Warwick.
Discover who ran the town from its founding in the 10 th

century by the Anglo-Saxon 'Lady of the Mercians',
Aethelflaed, and hear about the Great Fire that
destroyed the town centre.

The tours will be from 11am to 11.45am on the first
Saturday of each month and on Bank Holiday Saturdays.

There's no need to book for the Court House Tours. Just
assemble in the Visitor Information Centre for an 11am
start, and Karen, Tricia, Rick, Sue or Steve will be on
hand to guide you around the outside of the building,
and it's hoped you can have a look inside at the Regency
ballroom on the first floor if it is not staging a private
event at the time. 

These are the tour dates this year: April 16th and 30th,
May 7th, June 4th (Jubilee Bank Holiday), July 2nd, August
6th and 27th, and September 3rd and 18th (Heritage Open
Days Sunday with tours at 11am and 2pm).  All are
welcome to come along.

Helping in the Visitor Centre
With the Visitor Information Centre now open seven
days a week, some of the volunteers have been helping
out there to cover staff days off. It's always a pleasure
to meet visitors and help them enjoy the historic
Warwick experience. 

While the Fusilier Museum at St. John's is closed
preparing to relocate to Pageant House, there's a touch-
screen display in the Visitor Centre about the Royal
Warwickshire Regiment and its long history. And back on
display is the scale model showing Warwick's runaway
tram incident during WW1, when a double-decker
jumped the rails and ran into a pub beside the Eastgate.

The Visitor Information Centre now has an expanded
range of gifts and souvenirs, as well as the usual array
of maps and guides, and their box office sells tickets for
the castle and many other local events. 

What's On in Warwick 
As Covid-19 subsides, events that have been cancelled
for the past two years are being planned again this year,
including concerts at St. Mary's, The Warwick Food
Festival, the summer Beer and Cider Festival, the Folk
Festival and a full jump racing at Warwick Racecourse.

Our 'What's On in Warwick', available on the Visit
Warwick and Unlocking Warwick websites, is a long-term
calendar of local events with links for more information
or tickets.

If you are organising a public event in Warwick, send
details to whatson@unlockingwarwick.org 

Contacts

The Unlocking Warwick Volunteer Group
 

Chair: Karen Parker

Secretary: Rick Thompson
Email: info@unlockingwarwick.org 

Treasurer: Vacancy

Website: www.unlockingwarwick.org 

 
The Warwick Visitor Information Centre

01926 492212
www.visitwarwick.co.uk

http://www.visitwarwick.co.uk/
http://www.thecourthousewarwick.co.uk/
mailto:whatson@unlockingwarwick.org
http://www.unlockingwarwick.org/
mailto:info@unlockingwarwick.org

